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PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE: 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Report of the Committee appointed to inquire into the ope- 
tle the Poor Laws. Read, January 29th, 1825. 
Mr. Merepita, Chairman. 


(Concluded. } 


Your committee proceed now to the enquiries on the 
the next head, whether the necessity for private charity 
has been done away by the operation of the public pro- 
vision for the poor. 

The following estimate, formed in the year 1800, of 
the annual sums paid for the support and benefit of the 
poor, in London and its environs, is taken from an au- 
thor well acquainted with the subject. (1) 


The Orphan Asylum; instituted in the year 1814 
Northern and Southern Dispensaries, 1816 
Asylum for Indigefit Widows and Single Women, 1817 
Society for thé relief of the children of the poot; 1819 
Provident Society; 1824 






































Many more might, it is believed, easily be nathied, but 
enough has been saic to prove that, notwithstanding the 
number of poof’ relieved at a vast expefise from the 
public funds, there is still an increasing’ mass of unreliev- 
ed pauperisims which is at last thrown upon the charity 
of individuals, exerted either privately or through soci- 
eties voluntarily formed for the purpose. Your coni- 
mittee, with these facts before them, can have no hesi- 
tation in sayifg, decidedly, that the necessity for private 
charity, has been in no manner removed by the opera- 


ESTIMATE. tion of the poor laws« ear 

: : 3. Of those who are reli¢ved by the public bounty, 

. jared banat, Rat ot phjects . i £30,000 | Whether the greater portion are not composed of snchios 
2. Asylums and hospitals, for the sick e have been reduced to penury by vite or improvidence? 
laine aniduceed; Ok 50,000 | The evidence on this head, is thought by your com- 
3. Institutions for benevolent, charitable, ; mittee to be clear and irrefragable. ft is the opifiion of 
and humane purposes, Bo Kg ' 905.000 | ll who have diligently investigated the subject; it dif- 
4, Private charities, ki vette oe 150,000 | ferent parts of the Union, that the great mass of pauper- 
5. Charity schools for educating the poor 10,000 ism is produced by habits of dissipation and intemper- 


6: Endowed establishments, for which the 
poor are chiefly indebted to our ances- : 
tors, : - - . 4 « - 150,000 


ance. A committee, zppoifted at the session of the 
general court of Massachusetts, in the year 1820; to take 
into consideration the pauper laws of that ¢ommon- 
wealth, reported as a result, supported by the experi- 
‘ence both of England and Massachusetts, and which 
might be adopted as a principle, ‘‘That of all eauses of 
pauperism; intemperance in the use of spirituots liquors 
was the most powerful and universal” (1) The follow- 
ing passages, from the appendix to the same report, wil} 
place this subject in a striking light. The extracts are 
taken from the returns made to the committee by the 
overseers of the diffetent towns in Massachusetts; and 
contain the assertions of men who speak from their own 
observation, and whose official situation must have bro’t 
the facts which they avouch withir their own personal 
knowledge. 

Towns.— Sutton.‘ It may perhaps be totally useless 
for us to remark, that the cause of pauperage, in a very 
large share of the instan¢es on out list, may be traced to 
habits of intemperance.” 

Charlestown.—“By a recent and very particular in- 
vestigation of the sabje¢t, we are convinced that do- 
mestic paupetism is generated and subsisted mostly in 
the multiphed resorts of idleness and intemperance.” 

West Cambridge.—“It is worthy of remark, that of 
the 28 pefsons now in our alms house, there are but /wo 
who were not brought there, either directly or indirect- 
ly, by intemperance.” 

Beverly .—‘It may be confidently stated, that the chief 
sources of pauperism in this county, are idleness, impro- 
vidence and intermperance. Intemperance is the most 
fruitful source of pauperism; more than half the adult 
persons who have been admitted to our work house, for 
sixteen years, have been addicted to’ the excessive use 
of ardent spirits.” 

Heath.—‘“*Undert this system, the shiftless place them- 
selves at ease; their friends use no exertions to induce 


aaa 


(1) Rep. Comm. Mass. 1821. p. 9. 


Total sum spent ih charity, exclusive of 
the legal assessments, - - “ 
7. While the annual assessment for the 
poor rates paid by the inhabitants of Lon- 
don and its environs, amounted to no 
more than - - - - ‘ “ 255,000 


595,000 





Total, - 850,000 





So far then had the poor laws of England failed to re- 
move the necessity for private charity, that in the me- 
tropolis, when the poor rates stood at £255,000 the sum 
spent annually for the relief of the-poor, in other ways, 
amounted to 595,000/. It is believed that, in this state, 
the system has not been more effectual for this purpose 
than in England. (2) In the year 1821, notwithstand- 
ing the great number of poor, relieved by the public 
bounty, at a vast expense, iti the city and county of Phi- 
ladelphia, thete existed in that city and county, at the 
very least, orie hundred and sixty charitable and benefi- 
cial societies, besides sixty-nine religious institutions, all 
of which, as is well known, have a fund for the relief of 
the poor of their own congregations. 

In addition to this, the sums given by individuals, in 
private charity, are estimated at a large amount;—and 
withal, when a year of great pressure occurs, collections 
are made throughout the city and liberties, and the mo- 
a thus raised is applied to the immediate relief of the 
indigent, undet the direction of a committee of the ci- 
tizens. New societies; for charitable purposes, are also 
springing up from time to time. A few may be named, 
established within the last ten or eleven years. 


” Colquhoun, Pol. of the Met. p. 357. 
2) “T. of or on Patiperism, 1821-2. 
OL. = s 
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them to lay up the fruits of their labour and keep them if drunkenness makes paupers, the poor laws in return 
off the town.” | makes drunkards, by holding out to them the public 

The testimony on the same point, in the State of New | purse to supply the deficiences oceasioned by their mis- 
York, is not less conclusive, as will be seen by the en-| spent earnings, and to support them when incapacitated 


suing extract from a report of the Secretary of that! by their intemperance from supporting themselves.” 
State, on the poor laws, in the year 1824. (1 


*“Of the whole number of permanent paupers, (6,896, ) 
the returns and estimates will warrant the assertion, that 


at least 1,585 male persogs were reduced to that state by undeniable, that by far the greater number of paupers 
the excessive use of ardent spirits; and, of consequence, | are individuals who have been reduced to want by their 


that their families, (consisting of 989 wives and 2,167 | own debauched habits, intemperance or improvidence. 
children,) were reduced to the same penury and want; | 


4. Whether any expedient has been found, by any 
thus presenting strong evidence of the often asserted | modification of the system, to prevent the evils which 
fact, that intemperance has produced more than two-| it produces? 
thirds of allthe permanent pauperism in the State;— So early as the 8th and 9th of William and Mary, much 
and there is little hazard in adding, that to the same | alarm was felt in England, on account of the rapid in- 
cause may be ascribed more than one-half of the occa-| crease of the poor rates, and an attempt was then made 
sional pauperism.” to check the eyil, by attaching an additional degradation 

In our own State, we are not without evidence to the | to pauperism. By a statute passed in that year, every 
same effect. The following passages have been taken | pauper was required, under severe penalties, to wear a 
from the communications of the directors of the poor, | badge or mark, indicating his situation. ‘The effect of 
in different counties of this commonwealth, to be found | this badging law was, that although at first, some were 
on the Journals of the late House of Representatives. (1) | deterred from asking relief, by an unwillingness to be 

hin county.—‘*Could our poor houses be made, | subjected to a public exposure, yet the sense of shame 
as well the schools of reform as asylums for the indi-| gradually wore off-—the evil was not arrested—the num- 
gent, it would be a very pleasing circumstance; but it | ber of paupers continued to augment, as before, and any 
1s a lamentable fact, that perhaps two-thirds of the pau-| relics of pride and independence, which they might 
pers, in most of the poor houses in the State, have be-| have possessed, and which might have been the means 
come such by dissipation, and only cease to remain its | of redeeming them from their humiliating condition, 
votaries from the want of means and physical abilities | were entirely destroyed. 
to indulge in it, and not from any changewf disposition] This expedient haying failed entirely, another has 
during their pauperage.” been resorted to, in more modern times—that cf erect- 

Franklin county.—‘‘At the present time we have a| ing work houses for the reception of the poor. It is 
number here, that if there was no institution, they would enough to say here, that the same effects have resulted 
not be a charge; they calculate on being kept here a| from the system in England, which were produced by 
considerable time before they acquire an order of relief. | the device of badging the poor. The increase of their 
on and other bad habits is the cause.’ numbers has not been checked, and the character of that 

Chester county.—‘*Those who come to us able to work, | class has been, in every way, materially depressed. 
come to he fed and clothed, and to pass through the As this plan of erecting poor houses, has been intro- 
world in the most idle and easy way, and, generally | duced into this country, and is at this moment believed 
speaking, they are very debauched and much depraved | by many of our citizens, to afford the best mode of 
in their morals.” j 


checking the progress of pauperism, it may not be im- 
The answers from the directors of the poor, in some | proper to consider it more at large. The experience 


of the counties of this commonwealth, to the enquiries | of England, has been briefly stated above; that of our 
of the committee on pauperism, in the year 1821, shed | own state, will be detailed hereafter. The present ob- 
further light on thissubject. The directors of Chester | ject of inquiry is, whether the plan be a reasonable one 


county say, “The great ease with which paupers obtain | in itself, or at all likely to produce the effect for which 
admission, and the vagrant idle dispositions of many who | it is designed. 


apply, and the want of power in the board to dismiss or | 
place to service those able to work, which they cannot | by acting on the sense of shame, the scheme appears 
employ, that might be employed elsewhere, are among | altogether irrational. The humiliation attendant upon 
the causes of pauperism with us. Intoxication, anda | alms taking is,indeed, a powerful obstacle to mendicity, 





Upon the whole, your committee cannot shut their 
eyes to the fact, which they believe to be glaring and 





As a permanent check to the increase of pauperism, 





disposition in many to spend all they can earn, taking | because the relief to be obtained is never entirely cer- 
chance for public support in time of need, is another | tain, and the feeling of degradation operates in its full 
cause of pauperisin with us. Fornication and bastardy | force on a single beggar, who has no crowd of fellow 
is another cause of pauperis with us.” paupers around him, with whom to share it. But the 

The directors of the poor, for the townships of Ox-! poor laws give a full assurance that assistance will be af- 
ford and Lower Dublin, use this language on the sub-| forded, and thus enhance the temptation, while the ef- 


j fect of a poor house is to lessen the sense of shame, by 


{seh “Of ‘> number of paupers remaining in the 
ouse on the Ist of May, fifteen are coloured people, | creating a community of paupers, protected from the 
gaze of all who are not of their own class. If, howev- 


and of that number four are mothers of bastard children. 

It is difficult to designate with accuracy the particular | er, it should operate at all, it will be only upon the un- 

cause to which the individual cases may be directly re- | fortunate virtuous and honorable, and thus individuals, 

ferred; it is believed, however, that by far the greater | of the very class for whose exclusive benefit the public 

number may be attributed, directly or indirectly, to the | charity ought to be exerted, will be shut out from a par- 
ticipation in it, in favor of the profligate and abandoned. 


deleterious poison of ardent spirits.” Again: “The 
number of illegitimate children, together with theirmo-| A poor house has been considered as affording a more 
comfortable and cheaper subsistence ta the paupers, 


thers, during the period of their nurture, isa serious and 
than could be afforded in any other mode; and there are 


increasing evil.”” And again: ‘Intemperance, consider 
ed as the most productive source of pauperism, claims | even yet some persons, who, in spite of all experience, 
credit the possibility of such an institution producing an 


the most serious attention to measures of prevention.— 

But if intemperance is considered as productive of pau-| actual profit to the public. It is not to be denied that,. 
perism, it should not be forgotten, on the other hand, | with strict economy and attention, the same number of. 
that the unqualified mode of relief from the poor laws 
reciprocates equal encouragement to intemperance; and 


(1) The paper here quoted contains a very able view 


of the subject. It was probably written by Stephen 
(1) p. 32. Duncan, Esq. 
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paupers may be more comfortably and more cheaply 
supported in one,estublishment, under the immediate 
supcrintendence of intelligent and efficient managers, 
than when maintained at board wages, or supplied with 
money, to be expended at their own discretion. It is to 
be observed, however, that as the accommodations are 
made more commodious and comfortable, the tempta- 
tions to pauperism are rendered more irresistible, and of 
course the rapidity of its augmentation is enhanced. 
Even the industrious poor may be, seduced to become 
members of this vast and well regulated family, in which 
they are to be better provided, in every way, than at their 
ewn houses, and to be protected entirely from all care 
and anxiety about their own subsistence. Thus the num- 
ber of paupers willbe augmented, and of course, though 
there may be a small saving at first, the expense must 
also at last be also increased. 

But it is to be further remarked, that there exists no 
probability that such an institution will, fora series of | 
vears, be well conducted. At first, indeed, there may 
be honest and intelligent men, of unusual public spirit, 
who having assisted in its establishment, will consent to 
devote their whole time and exertions to the promotion 
of its success. Such examples are honourable and lauda- 
ble, but they are also of rare occurrence, and not to be 
looked for among ordinary men, or on ordinary occa- 
sions, The institution must at last fall, in a great degree, 
under the control of an hired superintendant. His office 
is not an honourable one; the incumbent will, in all pro- 
bability, often be aman not very capable of resisting pe- 
cuniary temptations, or of persevering in the discharge | 
of a laborious duty, in spite of his own interest. His in- | 
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ae 
ready overstocked— Of course the wages of that labou- 
must be so reduced as to afford a bare subsistence to 

those engaged in it. No more can be brought into oper 

ration, without loss in the first instance. If the public 

choose to sustain that loss, and to force into operation a 

certain amount of labour, the effect is, that, at least, to 

an equal extent, they force out of employment, indivi- 

duals who were already barely supporting themselves 

by the fruits of their labour. What then has been gain- 

ed? A certain number of paupers have been relieved at 

the public expense, and the consequence is, that at least 

an equal number of industrious individuals have been 

depressed into the class of paupers, and are in like man- 

ner to be relieved, and with the like effects. Your com- 

mittee observe, that they have been unable to find a sin- 

gle establishment of this kind in the United States which 
has ever supported itself. 

Poor houses, as has been already stated, have been in- 
troduced very generally into many parts of this siate. 
The following extracts from communications of the di- 
rectors of the poor (1) in different counties may serve to 
show how usefully. r 

Dauphin county.—‘* The yearly increase o neers 
might vastify a belief that ie poor find their comforts 
increased in the practical operation of alms houses.”’— 
The population of the county in 1820, was 21,653; ave- 
rage number of paupers in that year 84;,average ex- 
pense, exclusive of the produce of the farm, interest of 
purchase money, about 50 dollars each per annum, or 96 
cents per week. 

York ecounty.—“ The effect of establishing work- 
houses and houses of industry, is a great improvement on 








ed 
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.terest must always be, to promote waste and disorder, | the old township system, the expenses are much re- 


because, amidst waste and disorder, his opportunities of duced, and the paupers more comfortably. situated.”’ 
speculation will be more frequent and more secret. | The population of the county, in 1820, was 38,759; ave- 
When the abuses of profusion and ill government have | rage number of paupers, 100; attached to the institution 
been once introduced into such an institution, it is diffi- | is a farm of 134 acres of limestone land, on which the 
cult to eradicate them. . They become at last inveterate | buildings are erected, and another tract of woodland, 


and incurable—the public funds are  dissipated—thc | 
comfort of the inhabitants is destroyed—all salutary re- | 
gulations for their ease and benefit are violated—they 
tall into tue worst and most degrading habits of every | 
kind, and a scene must ensue of vice, misery, and wretch- | 
edness, loathsome and irredeemable. The experience of | 
England has proved the justice of these views. . ‘‘ The | 
best regulated poor houses,” says an English statesman, | 
‘* present a dreadful state of existence; a society with no | 
one common bond of feeling; every endearing relation | 
destroyed. Inits place a principle of savage selfishness | 
pervading all classes, engendering mutual jealousy and | 
hatred. Age, infirmity, youth, idleness and profligacy, 
indiscriminately huddled together. Can any mortal | 
contemplate such a conclusion of life, and not bless the | 
attempt to preserve him from it.” (1) 

With regard to the idea that an institution of this kind, 
be it ever so well conducted, may be made to produce 
a profit to the public, or even to support itself, it may be | 
proper to say afew words. | 

The profit, if any, must of course result from the la. | 
bour pf the able bodied inmates. They will come there, | 
because they are too idle to work for themselves out of | 
doors, or because they find it impossible to procure em- 
ployment. In the first case, they will of course be as 
idle as ever, unless eompelled to work, since it is not to 
be supposed that men, who will not labour for their own 
support, will voluntarily labour for that of the public, 
‘The only effectual mode of compelling them to work, 
is to withhold their subsistence, until they have earned 
it. If this be done, they mightas well have been left out 
of doors, for precisely on this footing they stood before 

they threw themselves on the public. It seems absurd 
to incur the expense of erecting a poor house for.a pur- 
pose such as this. Then, as to Ba who cannot procure 
employment. This must arise from the market for the 
kind of labour for which they are qualified, being al- 





(1) Mr. Curwen, Deb. H. of C. May 28, 1816. 








159 acres, from which fuel alone is.obtained. 





Cost of real property and buildings, £30,000 
The interest of which is $1,800 

Money’ annually drawn from county trea- 
sury upon ayerage heretofore, 2,000 
3,800 


Average expense of each pauper, exclusive of the pro- 
duce of the farm, 38 dollars, or 73 cents per week. 
Franklin county.—* The effect of establishing such 
institutions. we give you such information as we have 
derived from our experience in our official situation. 
Such institutions we consider highly necessary for the 
blind and infirm. that has met with misfortunes, and ,has 
not wherewith. to support themselves. At the present 
time, we have a number here, that if there was no. insti- 
tution, they would not be a charge; they calculate on 
being kept here a considerable time, before they acquire 
an order of relief. Dissipation and other bad habits is 
the cause... This we consider as some of the effects of 
establishing such institutions. Such institutions we con- 
sider are abused in this way.”’—The farm consists of 160 
acres; the average number of paupers in 1825, 64; ave- 
rage expense of each pauper, exclusive of the farm pro- 
duce, #37 01, 
Delaware county.—‘** The establishment of a house of 
employment in this county, has increased the number, or 
from some other cause, there is more than when main- 
tained in the: different townships; but ,we have no hesi- 
tation in saying, that the effect has been such, as to make 
their situation more comfortable; the. morals and health 
better preserved.”—No statement of the expense dis- 
tinct from the produce of the farm. ; 
Chester county.—‘‘ By establishing poor houses with 
roper regulations, the paupers receive a more comforta- 
le subsistence and maintenence, with less expense, than 


(1) Journal H. R, 1823—4, p. 32. 
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kept in the townships.” Number of paupers before the 
erection of a poor house, about 119. Annual expense 
$6,666 66; average 56 dollars per annum; $1 07 per 


week. 
No. of paupers in Whole monies expended. 
1818 186 $7857 00 
1819 219 - 7390 03 
1820 319 7984 78 
1821-292 6003 65 
1822 306 7074 06 
Average annual expense of each pauper, $27 12, or 
52 cents per week. 


ia.—** The number in the alms house dur- 
ing the a ending the 4th Monday in May, 1823, was 
1204; the number of regular out door paupers, 1222; 
those who receiyed ocegsional relief, average 330; in the 
children’s asylum, 173; amounting in the whole to 2929; 
which, a3 the census of our corporation amounted to 
111,724, isa little less than ] in 38; to these may be 
added 161 illegitimate children.” 

The ave weekly expense of supporting the 
paupers in the aime house, during the period before men- 
tioned, was 764 cents each; for the support of those out 
of doors 73 cents each; those in the children’s asylum 70 
cents each, and 2502 dollars were paid for bastard chil- 
dren, more than received from their putative fathers.” 

The kind of inhabitants to be met with in these poor 
houses generally, may be found stated in the extracts 
from these same communications of the directors, ina 
former part of this report, 

Upon the whole, your committee are convinced, that 
the effect of a public compulsory provision for the poor, 
is to inerease the number of paupers; to entail an op- 
pressive burthen on the country; to promote idleness 
and licentiousness among the laboyring classes; and to 
afford to the profligate and abandoned, the relief which 
ought to be bestowed on the virtuoys and industrious 
alone. That the poor laws have not done away the 
necessity for private charity; that they have been onerous 
to the community, and every way injurious to the morals, 
comfort, and independence of that class for whose bene- 
fit they weve intended. That no permanent alleviation 
of the system can rationally be expected from the erec- 
tion of poor houses, or from any other expedient of a 
similar kind; and that the only hope of effectual relief, 
js in the speedy and total abolition of the system itself. 
In this country, where there are no privileged orders, 
where all classes of society have equal rights, and where 
our population is far from being so dense, as to press 

our means of subsistence, it is indeed alarmin 

to find the increase of pauperism progressing with suc 
rapidity, It should be observed, too, that in this State 
particularly, our citizens, in all probability, are on the 
yerge of becoming extensively engaged in manufactures, 
and the exemple of England may teach us, that it is on 
a manufacturing population, that the poor laws operate 
most deleteriously and fata!ly, An agricultural people 
are naturally more hardy and independent, and will re- 
sist for a longer time, the temptations which the system 
holds out to them. It was when a large proportion of 
the inhabitants of England betook themselves to manu- 
faciures, that the rapidity of the increase of pauperism 
was enhanced in an enormous degree, ‘We are rapidly 
treading in the footsteps of En ; there“the disease 
has been tampered with, yntil it has become inveterate 
and in¢yrable; and her best and wisest mer regard it and 
despair. We shoyld profit of herexperience, and return 
upon our steps while the path is open. — It is believed, 
that with prudence and caution, we may still do so; but 
whatever is to be done, sliould be done quickly, for in 
the meantime, we are hurrying towards the precipice. and 
yar cannot tell how soon retreat may become impracti- 
cable, 

Care should be taken, however, not to act with rash- 
ness or precipitation. It is necessary to ascertain the 

recise extent of the evil, before it can be known what 
mode will be the safest and most operative of its extinc- 


tion. Your committee therefore suggest, that the over- 
seers, directors, ians, and managers, throughout 
the state, should be compelled to send annually to the 
Secretary of State, to be laid before the Legislature, an 
account of the actual state of pauperism in their respec- 
tive counties, boroughs, townships, and districts. Com- 
plete and accurate information will thus be always with- 
in the reach of the house. In the city of Philadelphia, 
and the adjoining districts, however, the evil is much 
more aggravated, and the necessity of a reform more 
urgent than throughout the state—(since the paupers in 
1822-5, composed nearly one thirty-eighth of the whole 

opulation) and it see:ns necessary to institute, without 
oss of time, a strict and thorough inquiry into the state of 
pauperism in that part of the commonwealth. Your 
committee therefore earnestly recommend the passage 
of the bill from the Senate, (referred to them) entitled, 
* An act to authorise the appointment of commissioners 
to investigate the causes and extent of pauperism within 
the city and liberties of Philadelphia, and for other pur- 
poses therein mentioned,” in conformity with the prayer 
of the petition of the Society for the Promotion of Pub- 
lic Economy, which was also referred to them. When all 
the necessary information shall have been thus collected, 
measures may be taken for the extinction of the evil. In 
the mean time, it is very important to arrest, if possible, 
its further progress, and your committee would suggest 
the propriety of prohibiting the raising by poor rates or 
assessments, in any future year, in any of this com- 
monwealth, a greater sum than that levied by such rates 
or assessments during the present. Thus much itis be- 
lieved might be wisely and safely done at once. 

Your committee have not hitherto entered into the 
details of the system, but they will now offer one or twa 
suggestions on the impropriety of some of its provisions. 

By the existing laws, any two justices or aldermen, 
on complaint made to them by the overseers or guar- 
dians, may direct any person “ likely to become charge- 
able,”’ to be removed to whatever place within the com- 
monwealth, they may consider as the place of legal settle- 
ment ofsuch person, unless the individual thus likely to be- 
come chargeable shall give sufficient security todischarge 
and indemnify the district or township. It is true that an 
appeal lies to the Mayor’s Court or Quarter Sessions, from 
such order of removal, but in the mean time the order is 
executed and the man is dragged to perhaps a distant 
part of the state. If the order of removal should be 
quashed on gn — the consequence is, that perhaps 
jast when the individual has become reconciled to his 
new place of residencc, he is liable to be scvized and 
dragged back again. ‘The expense of these removals 
and of the litigation of Deenah them, is not trifling; 
but this is not the worst. The power is arbi and 
da and capable of being used tyrannically and 
oppressively it is one to which no freeman, whose only 
offence is poverty, should ever be subjected. Those 
who are actually disabled by infirmity of any kind, 
should be relieved, if at all, at the place of their actual 
residence, and their proper township be called on to re- 
imburse the expense. As to the able bodied poor, if 
they desire assistance, they should be left to find their 
own way, to the place in which they may be entitled to 
receive it. 

Yoyr committee are desirous of calling the attention 
of the House to another highly objectionable feature of 
the present ko gre the mode of laying the rate. The 
imposition of taxes, is one of the most important acts of 
legislation; and it is held to be essential to a govern- 
ment, founded on free and just principles, that a tax 
should be imposed by a body directly responsible to the 
people, and never by the same body by which its. pro- 
ceeds are afterwards to be ichiatok, particularly when 
that expenditure cannot possibly be subjected to a very 
strict accountability. This principle, however, is viola- 
‘ted, in the existing mode of laying the poor rates, by 
the overseers and managers, with the approbation of 
two justices, or of a certain nymber of aldermen and 
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justices, and by the county commissioners, as mere min- 
isterial officers, upon the requisition of the directors of 
the poor, in such counties as have an alms house and 


that way of thinking which Government requires, but 
likewise to his strong distates and resentments against 
persons of what merit soever upon any supposition of a 
slight, or upon the most groundless whispers of those 
who ought to be below his notice. As also to his inflexi- 
bility and irreconcilable Temper upon any dissatisfaction 
or jealousy which his weakness renders him extremely 
liable to entertain. 

*Tis now about ten months since, upon his leaving 
New Castle county without one magistrate in it, by his 
affixing on the Court house a writing to make void his 
last commission without issuing any other, in which state 
they continued many weeks, that we thought it incum- 
bent on us to remonstrate to him on that matter and some 
others wanting redress, in a represcntation of which the 
Secretary, we suppose, transmitted a copy. .A. month 
after the date of that, a Commission was granted to per- 
sons several of whom were in that business, altogether 
new. | His brother Birmingham the first named, was 
absent, being Gone for Europe before, the next, a man 
of some little experience vizt. Isaac Coodin died very 
soon after, and then there were only such ignorant and 
willfull persons left to act, that it became scandalous a 
county of such importance should be under their direc- 
tion. Nor was this the only unhappy County. In those 
three Lower, the Governor seems to claim a greater au- 
thority than elsewhere, and the weaker thy Right of 
Government is there he is persuaded that by. the Royal 
Approbation his becomes the stronger, and hence all of 
them being more peculiarly under his own management 
haye felt the effects of it. But his Seat being in New 
Castle county and therefore himself very often there, 
that neighbourhood have been made more particularly 
sensible of his conduct. . , 8 ss 

In the mean time on the complaints of divers from 
New Castle we were anxiously concerned for their con- 
dition. That County, because of its Inhabitants inter- 
mixing with those of Maryland may be accounted our 
frontier to the other, as it is also to this Province by Sea, 
the disturbancies lately given by Maryland about our 
Boundaries and the great strength they conceived they 
had now obtained by the Young Lord Baltimore’s suc- 
cession after his making himself a convert, makes it of 
very great importance that that County should be made 
easie, and asfar as possible united. But besides this 
there is another consideration that upon the late advices 
from Europe very sensibly affects us, vizt. That in that 
County there are a great number of Sweeds who have 
a Church at Christina, and who upon some conjunctures 
which may happen might not prove so friendly inclined 
to us as is consistent with our safety, for these People 
have of late been too much taken notice of by their 
original country, and by their using their own language 
and having their own ministers sent from time to time 
from the Government of Sweden they have too much 
kept up the distinction of their nation from us, and as 
they are generally very loyal to their Prince, may on 
some occasion think of another sovereign than ours of 
Great Britain, As this is but a melancholy consideration 
should our Fleet find themselves involved in War in the 
Baltic, so tho’ all our endeavours can scarce be sufficient 
to render us secure, yet we cannot but think that all 
prudent precautions should be used. Both these con- 
siderations we have prest upon the Governor earnestly 
requesting him that laying aside all Reservments he 
would Commissionate such persons in the County with- 
out distinction as might be most capable to serve the 
Publick. Jasper Yeates, a man of the first Rank both 
for his Estate and Good sense, is removed wholly into 
that County and is Seated near the town. John French, 
tho’ thro’ a too ready an obedience to the commands of 
his Superiors*; he unhappily overrated it in the ‘‘False 
Alarm,’ has in general acquitted himself both with an 
ability and integrity not easily to be met with in these 
parts, of which the Lord Baltimore’s friends are so sen- 


* Goy. Evans is here alluded to. 




























































approbation of aldermen or justices, is not a check on 
which much reliance should be placed, in a matter of 
this kind. Your committee would suggest, that the 
poor rates should be laid throughout the State, by the 
same persons who impose the county taxes, and in the 
city of Philadelphia and annexed districts, by a concur- 
rent act of the respective corporations to whom the mu- 
nicipal government is entrusted. No money should be 
borrowed to supply a dgficiency in the funds, but by 
the same authority which is empowered, in the first in- 
stance, to lay the rate. 

Your committee recommend to the House the follow- 
ing resolutions. ‘ 

1. Resolved, That it is expedient to provide by law for 
compelling the managers of the alms house, and the 
guardians, overseers and directors of the poor, through- 
out the commonwealth, to transmit annually to the Se- 
cretary of State, to be by him laid before the legislature, 
a full account of the actual state of pauperism in their 
respective counties, boroughs, townships and districts. 

3 That it is expedient to prohibit the rais- 
ing, by poor rates or assessments, in any future year, in 
any part of this commonwealth, a greater sum than that 
raised by such rates or assessments during the present 


ear. 

" 3. Resolved, That it is expedient to repealso mitch of 
the several poor laws of this commonwealth, as authori- 
ses the granting of orders of removal, and to prohibit 
any overseers, directors, guardians or managers, from 
relieving any able bodied person, who may not be legal- 
ly settled in the place where such relief is granted. 

4. Resolved, That it is expedient to repeal so much of 
the laws of this commonwealth, as points out the 
ane oF making and laying poor rates and assessments, 
and to provide a mode of making and laying such rates 
and assessments more in conformity with the principles 
of our government. 

5. Resolved, That the committee be instructed to 
bring in a bill or bills, in conformity with the principles 
of the above report and resolutions. 





For the following three Documents we are indebted 
to the family of the late Dr. George Logan of Stenton— 
they throw light upon the early history of the State. 


COPY OF A LETTER FROM THE COUNCIL TO 
THE PROPRIETOR WM. PENN. 
Philad. 11th Gth mo. 1715. 
May it please the Proprietor! 

It would be matter of great satisfaction and comfort to 
ais might these Tenders of our Respects find thee in the 
same state of Health and in that vigour and serenity of 
thought thou hast formerly been blessed with. Nor are 
we without hopes from the late accounts we have had 
of thy being at the Bath (as it is our most earnest de- 
sire) that God in his mercy may be yet graciously pleas- 
ed to restore thee to the inspection of thy own affairs, 
from which, by so melancholy a cause thou hast been so 
long sequestered. 

Thy Government here being by this means for so long 
a time denied the influence of thy orders and directions, 
has been no small unhappiness to it, Yet as we have been 
named of thy Council to assist in the Public Affairs of 

it, we hope, considering the discouragement we have 
lain under, we have not been wanting in using our en- 
deavours for thy interest and that of the Publick, which 
we take to be most intimately interwoven. But are sor- 
ry we have occasion to say that we catnot find means to 
bring these endeavours to the desired effect, and must 
at length think it our duty in plain terms to represent 
the obstructions which to us appear principally to cause 
not only from the natural unaptness (in an uncommon 
degree) in the Gentleman thou hast placed over us for 
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his necessities by reason of his disappointments very 
much straiten him) to remove to them and quit us.— 
‘These two persons we thought our selves obliged more 
particularly to recommend to the Governour and for 
that purpose not long ago, spent a whole evening till 
midnight with him but all to no purpose, he will rather 
forfeit all, even his life, he says rather than e*nploy John 
French whom he loads with many frivolous and ground- 
less calumnies,, (tho’ if he will pay him what money he 
spent of his in England he offers at the same time to re- 
store him to all his places. Next morning two of us 
waited on him again in hopes the arguments used over 
night might have wrought upon him, and he was at 
length prevailed on to promise, which he often repeat- 
ed that excepting John French and his brother Birming- 
ham whom he would not have joined with Jasper Yeates 
he would commissionate any others that we should name 
to him, Their Court being just at hand we met again the 
same day and named such as we thought might be most 
serviceable and ee to the Country, tho’ in truth 
they are but poorly stocked at present with Persons of 
ability. But notwithstanding all his promises he retract- 
ed, and absolutely refused to Grant any new Commis- 
sion at all which we fear will have the worst effect be- 
cause he kept Several there in heart who were much 
dispirited by his late proceedings, some of us Staked all 
our credit with the Governr. that it should be obtained. 
To the List presented, tho’ drawn with the utmost im- 
partiallity objections were made almost to every person 
upon some old Resentment, but against Jasper Yeates 
nothing could be found but that he is the Proprietor’s 
Enemy which we know can at this time have no manner 
of foundation but on the contrary that his undertaking 
toact (which some of us with much courting prevailed 
on him to promise,) would, as matters now stand be of 
very great service.—The signing of a legal Writt against 
his Brother, which no Justice when applied to dare 
without perjury deny, the faulting of his intermeddling 
with or directing the Justices in the business of the 
Court, which is contrary to Law, or any other act that 
falls not in with making his passions the Rule and Stan- 
dard of Justice to the People, seems to be crime suffi- 
cient to exclude any man. 
John French was formerly a most approved officer 
with him till on that unhappy business of Park’s Ship, 
and Sloop, the Governor sent him to England; John ex- 
pected his Part of the Prize’as Informer, but in his ab- 
sence the Governor had dissipated the whole Cargo ex- 
cepting a small matter he could not reach, at his Return 
John being highly provoked, taxed the Governor with 
acting dishonourably and ruining him, and from hence 
the quarrel proceeded. But if the Governor failed of 
ruining him before, he cannot well deny, we believe, 
but he has heartily endeavoured it since. His Clerk’s 
office must be taken from him because a Breach of the 
Peoples Privileges, which is, that upon a vacancy the 
Justices may present three persons to the Governor for 
his choice to appoint one. John, soon after his arrival 
waiting on the Justices had their hearty approbation be- 
fore he published ye Commission and they immediately 
qualified him and took his Deputy’s security, who was 
well approved of also by the Court as a person brought 
up to the business; the Governor sometime after not- 
withstanding gave a susedeas to his Commission, but 
upon the interposition of the Commissioners of Proper- 
ty in thy behalf requesting him that he would not fly in 
the face of thy authority, he withdrew it and suffered 
him still to hold the place. The Assembly of those 
Counties afterwards took notice of this violence done to 
thy authority; but tho’ both the Assembly and the court 
approved both of the commission and their clerk, it can- 
not be forgiven as a breach of the Peoples Privilege.— 
Which would he as well observe in other cases might 
have some colour with it; But while he declares that he 
who will give most money shall have any place in his 
disposal, when he lately put the office of clerk for Kent 
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county to Sale to the best Bidder and took a considera- 
tion for it. When last Fall he actually sold even the 
Sheriffs place for this city and county for 30 Pistoles to 
the person who now holdsit, the other pretence becomes 
but an aggravation. 

But we have dwelt too long on this subject to which 
we were induced thro’ a consideration of the great Im- 
portance of New Castle county, and how necessary it is 
that John French be continued init. But by keeping 
a Deputy in that Clerk’s place for whom he must pro- 
vide, he feels so little advantage by it, that being much 
straitned other ways it falls far short of yielding a sub- 
sistance, and his best services in that county would lie in 
a more active way. The People yearly choose him for 
Sheriff but the Governor will by no means commission- 
ate him. We therefore think it our duty to recommend 
this affair to thee, for if we can judge in the matter we 
believe it will be very much for thy interest and the 
country’s security that he above all others should de 
Sheriff of that County and therefore hope, if this man 
continues thou wilt give him thy positive orders to pre- 
fer him in the place, if the People choose and present 
him, for tho’ ’tis objected that those two offices of She- 
riff and Clerk ought not to bé in the same person, we 
conceive in this case they can scarce be accounted so, 
for John needs not concern himself in the clerk’s office 
his Deputy wholly managing it, who himself has given 
the security required for the just discharge of it; and 
without some such support we are sensible John cannot 
possibly subsist among us, But must remove to those who 
will know better how to value him as an officer, and the 
consequences of his loss before the differences with the 
Lord Baltimore are over should there be nothing else to 
be apprehended, might prove very unhappy to thy in- 
terest and that county, tho’ the Governor not only de- 
sires, but seems to labour it. 

We cannot omit on this occasion furthur to hint That 
if there should be a breach with Sweeden, especially 
should France espouse their Quarrel, or even without 
that considération, It may be requisite to represent to 
the ministry the state of this River where there are such 
numbers of those People, especially when the Indians 
of Americaseem so unsettled with whom these old In- 
habitants have a more intimate acquaintance than any 
other. 

May it please the Proprictor! 

It is with no small concern we find ourselves obliged 
to give thee the trouble of such a Representation. But 
as our Fortunes and Families are fixed to this place, and 
as more is expected from us than others by reason of the 
Trust we have undertaken, we should be deficient in 
our duty to thee, to the Country and ourselves should 
we continue silent and leave thee wholly uninformed of 
our condition. We therefore in behalf of thy whole 
Government beseech thee to take these matters into thy 
serious consideration. Or, if it should please God still 
to continue thy visitation, we as earnestly desire of those 
who have the care of thy concerns, and whose business 
it will be to peruse and consider this, not to pass over 
with disregard what we are obliged thus to represent, 
but that we may be favoured with an answer. In other 
affairs of Government such as Legislation, we have freely 
spent our time and labour in exerting ourselves the more, 
by réason of the Governors inability, of which he is so 
sensible in those affairs, that he makes himself little more 
than passive, and on such occasions it gives us some 
trouble to cast a veil over his defects in the sight of the 
Assembly that they may not too Glaringly appear, tho’ 
*tis impossible wholly to cover them. But in his pas- 
sions and Resentments against men he shews himself so 
fully, that all endeavours prove generally too fruitless. 
We must therefore request, if ’tis expected that a Coun- 
cil should undergo the fatigue of attending him, He 
may have such orders for his future conduct, (if he 
must be continued over us) that Publick affairs may be 
managed with more ease, Regularity and steadiness, for 
few men in a Publick character ever stood more in need 
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of counsel, and as few perhaps have been more difficult | pistols, shot dead upon the place, to the great terror of 
to be persuaded by it. the women. 


And about ten days after returned with 
James Reed, and said that man was their master, which 


he the said Reed affirmed, and said he had paid much 
money for them, and laid down several match coats 
which he said he would give them for taking them up, 
but the women not believing that the said Reed was their 
true master, refused to deliver them up, and conveyed the 
women away, whereupon the said Garland laid hold of 
one of the chief of the women with violent hands, and 
threatened to carry her away, and make her a servant, 
which being put in great fear she was forced to do, al- 
though they had good cause to believe she did not be- 
longtothem. All which deportment and threatenings, 
hath put these petitioners and their people into such 
fear, that ever since they have been wholly unsettled, 
and have not made to this day any preparation for plant- 
ing their corn, but have continued in a moving posture 
in fear of being cut off, and that without any just cause 
given by them. But having been faithfully informed of 
the Governor’s love, good will, and favour, towards the 
rest of the inhabitants of this government, as well In- 
dians as Christians, have reason to hope to receive at 
least an equal share of favour and protection under him 
as the rest of our brethren, and with that confidence 
pray that it may please the Governor to accept of us as 
his true friends. And afford us future relief and protec- 
tion as true subjects and faithful friends may reasonably 
expect from so honourable and virtuous a Governor as 
thy actions hath hitherto proclaimed thee; and therein 
shall ever command in, 
Thy true servants and faithful friends, 
CONODAHBO, [Ind. Seal] his mark. 
The mark (tnd. Seal! of MECALLONA. 
Dated at Brandywine the 1st of the 3d month, 1700. 
















































With which, and our hearty desires for thy health and 
prosperity, and with sincere Love to thyself and family, 
we shall conclude. : 

Thy real and affectionate firiends 

Signed JOSEPH GROWDON, 
GRIFFITH OWEN, 
ROBERT ASHETON, 
RICHARD HILL, 
ISAAC NORRIS, 
JONATH. DICKINSON, 
SAML. PRESTON, 
JAMES LOGAN, 


Copy of a Petition from Conodahbo ane of the Susque- 

fucka or Conostogo Indians, and of Mecallona, 

ing of the Shawnese, against Sylvester Garland, Jonas 
Arskin, and J. Reed. 

To the Right Honourable Witt1am Penn, Proprietor 
and Governor of the Province and Territories of Penn- 
sylvania. ‘The humble petition of Conadahbo, king 
of the Susquehanna Indians, and Mecallona king of 
the Gavino Indians, in behalf of themselves and their 
people, humbly showeth. 


That last fall four strange Indians came from the 
northward amongst them, and which they did, from their 
clothing, suppose to have been servants to some Chris- 
tians, and the said Mecallona coming to discourse with 
them, found one woman with her son to be nearly relat- 
ed to the king of the naked Indians, and he took her 
home to his house, and kindly entertained her and her 
son, intending with the first opportunity to redeem her 
from her master and return her and her child safe to her 
relations, hoping thereby to settle a lasting peace with 
the said naked Indians, which might have been of great 
importance to the petitioners as well as to the inhabi- 
tants of this government, they being a powerful nation, 
and hath often molested these petitioners, as well in their 
towns at Susquehanna as in their hunting quarters; these 
petitioners being the frontier inhabitants of this govern- 
ment. Now so it is that last winter came Sylvester 
Garland and Jonas Arskin to the petitioners, and pro- 
duced a paper with a large seal, and pretended it wasa 
warrant from the Governor for to require them to deliver 
the said Indians, but Mecallona, one of these petitioners, 
not believing the same to be true, refused to deliver the 
said Indians; nevertheless the said Garland and Arskin, 
about ten days after came again, along with James Reed, 
and then produced another paper with a large seal, and 
again demanded the said Indians in the Governor’s name, 
and affirmed that the said Reed was the next man to the 
Governor, and to confirm the same the said Reed put off 
his wigs and said, “You may see by this I am a great 
man, for that I have two heads.” Nevertheless one of 
the petitioners, Mecallona, did not believe him, nor give 
credit to their words, still believing all they said to be 
false pretences, and all for the lucre of gain; and still 
refusing to deliver them up for the same. Whereupon 
the said Sylvester, Reed, and Arskin, threatened the 
said petitioners that they would return and come again 
with 600 men, and cut off these petitioners with all their 
families, for that they had refused to obey the Gover- 
nor’s order, and the demand of him by Read his second 
man in the government, which put this petitioner Me- 
callona in such fear that he delivered up to them the In- 
dians that were with him. 

Conadahbo, king of the Susquehanna Indians, com- 
plains, that he and all his men being abroad, Sylyester 
Garland came to his house, and demanded the two In- 
dians that were in his custody, and said they were his 
servants, but the women answering him that they did 
not believe him, and for that reason would not deliver 
them—The said Sylvester threatened that he would 
fetch forty men and carry them all away and make ser- 
vants of them all, and then riding away in great fury, two 








COPY OF QUEEN MARY’S LETTER TO W, PENN 
Upon the restoration of his government, 1694. 

Trusty and well beloved, we greet you well, whereas 
upon your humble petition and application to us to be 
restored to the administration of the government of our 
province of Pensilvania, country of New Castle, and the 
‘lerritories depending thereon, whereof you are proprie- 
tor, in America. Ang upon the good assurance you have 
given to us, that you will take care of the government of 
our said province and country, and provide for the safety 
and security thereof all that in you lies, We have been 
graciously pleased to restore you to the administration of 
the government of our said province and country, and 
for that purpose to revoke so much of our commission to 
our trusty and well beloved Benjamin Fletcher, Esq. 
bearing date the 21st day of October 1692, whereby he 
is appointed our Captain-General and Governor in Chief 
of our said province, country, and territories. 

And so not doubting of your ready and chearful obe- 
dience to our Royal pleasure, in a matter wherein the 
security and preservation, as well of our yen subjects 
within our province of Pensilvania, as of all our subjects 
inhabiting in those parts of America is so much concern- 
ed; we bid you farewell; Given at our court at White- 
hall this twenty-first day of August, 1694, in the sixth 
year of our reign. 

By her Majesties command, 
I. TRENCHARD. 

From a duplicicate copy at Stenton. 





MESSAGES OF THE GOVERNORS. 

Several persons have expressed a wish to have re- 
corded in the Register, a regular series of the Messages 
or Speeches of the Governors of this State since the 
adoption of our present constitution. To comply with 
their wishes, and as documents connected with the his- 
tory of the state, we commence with the speech of Go- 
vernor Mirriix to the Assembly on the 22d day of De- 


of the Indians’ dogs followed him, which dogs, he with | cember, 1790. 
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Gentlemen of the Senate, and Tlouse of Representatives. 


There cannot be a fairer subject for congratulation, 
than that which the establishment of a new constitution 
presents, at this time, to every patriotic cueen of Penn- 
sylvania. The wisdom, the candour, a e liberality 
of the late Convention, have not orily produced a system 
that promises political energy and happiness to the 
state, but have been the means of diffusing the blessings 
of confidence and concor! among the people.. A just 
sense of the common interest has happily prevailed; and 
for the advancement and security of that interest, we 
are now convened to organize and administer a govern- 
ment, which has been sanctioned by the warmest ap- 
probation, and is supported by the best wishes of our 
constituents. 

The task assigned to us is not, however, less difficult 
than it is important: For, whether we analyse the nature 
and extent of our relative connexion with the Union, or 
contemplate the increased population of the common- 
wealth, the extensive cultivation of her soil, the flourish- 
ing state ofher commerce, and the enterprising spirit of 
her inhabitants, we shall be equally impre with the 
magnitude and variety of the objects, that demand the 
care and consideration of the government. But reflect- 
ing, on the other hand, that to cherish the springs of na- 
tional felicity and opulence, by encouraging industry, 
disseminating knowledge, raising our social compact 
upon the permanent foundations of liberty and virtue, 
must be pleasing to that Being by whom the order and 
harmony of the universe were eStablished, we shall find 
a great and constant consolation, amidst all the difficul- 
ties of prosecuting our public duties, and are justified in 
a grateful hope, that our zeal, and our labours for the 
prosperity of our country, will not be vain and ineffec- 
tual. 

Iam, sensible, gentlemen, that the reputation and suc-. 
tess of government depend, in a great degree, upon the 
conduct of its officers, and the good understanding that 
subsists among them. Permit me, therefore, to take 
this first opportunity to bespeak a mutual confidence 
between the Legislative and Executive departments. 
As public servants, our duties, our interests, and our ob- 
jects, are the same; and so perfectly do Irely upon your 
wisdom and integrity, that im every act which can pro- 
mote the common weal, or which is necessary to accom- 
plish the patriotic views of the Legislature, you may be 
assured, on my part, of the most cheerful assistance and 
co-operation; while, on your part I am persuaded, that 
I shall experience a cordial support in the constitutional 
exercise of my official powers, since, next to the ambi- 
tion of promoting the happiness of our fellow citizens, 
and of advancing the honour and reputation of the com- 
monwealth, I shall ever cherish the desire of conciliating 
and deserving your esteem. 

As soon, gentlemen, as the necessary arrangements 
shall be made, I will lay before you such business, as 
will, in my opinion, require yotr attention in the present 
session. 





THOMAS MIFFLIN. 


se 


Gentlemen of Senate and House of Representatives. 


In considering the present circumstances of the com- 
monwealth, her finances will necessarily claim an early 
attention; and the representations that have formerly 
been made to the legislature, by the Comptroller-Gene- 
ral and Register-General, will yield abundant encourage- 
ment, from the comparative state of the public wants 
and resources, to undertake the establishment of a more 
perfect system for the punctual collection and faithful 
application of the revenues. The embarrassments of the 
treasury, indeed, have principally arisen from a defect in 
this respect; for the slow and precarious collection of 
the taxes has occasionally obliged the treasurers to di- 
vert the several funds of the state from the objects for 
which they were peculiarly designed; and, eventually, 
the delinquency, or insolyency, of the collectors, bas 
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too often absorbed the means of replacing the sums thus 
disbursed, in season to comply with the original appro- 
priations. The Comptroller-General and Register-Ge- 
neral have laid before you a comprehensive view of the 
situation of the treasury; and when you have examined 
the various funds created by the different acts of Assem- 
bly, their objects, and their deficiencies (either on ac- 
count of an inadequate product, or of an estrangement 
from their proper use) I submit to your judgment, the 
expediency of taking measures to render them ultimate- 
ly competent to the views of the legislature, and to pre- 
vent the necessity, as well as the power, of any future 
alienations. For I am persuaded you will think with me, 
that a strict and certain collection of the unavoidable 
impositions of government not only equalizes, but tends 
to diminish the public burthens; and that a regular and 
certain adherence to the legislative engagements, as it 
affords the best evidence of public faith, will be the sur- 
est means of establishing public credit. 

It is with great satidhction, ntlemen, that I lead 
your attention to the prospect of a total extinguishment 
of the public debt, which wil furnish a strong induce- 
ment to your exertions upon this subject. ad the 
current expenses of the government, it appears that the 
faith of Pennsylvania is pledged for the redemption of 
the bills of credit emitted in June 1780, in April 1781, 
and in March 1785; for the redemption of the State-Is- 
land money, and the Resolve and Commonwealth mo- 
ney, for the redemption of the funded and militia eertifi- 
cates, the depreciation certificates, the certificates issued 
for interest, by virtue of the act of March 1783, the cer- 
tificates given for horses and provisionsduring the war, 
will become irredeemable on the first of January next, 
in consequence of the limitation prescribed by law; 
when, likewise, all the obsolete and unliquidated claims 
against the state will be for ever barred. If, therefore, 
a due re is paid to the arrangements which have 
been made for exonerating the commonwealth of her 
debts, it is highly probable, that, at the close of the en- 
suing year, the funded or militia certificates, the depre- 
ciation certificates, the pension list, and the proprietary 
grant, will constitute the only incumbrance on the pub- 
lic revenue; and even a great part of this, from the ab- 
sorption of the land-office, the nature of the debt, or 
the necessary progress of periodical payments, must 
eventually become extinct... 

Having thus viewed the state of the public debt, per- 
mit me, gentlemen, cursorily to trace the sources, by 
which you will perceive, that if they were not retarded, 
or intercepted, in their course, the treasury ought to be 
amply supplied for the discharge of every demand. In- 
dependent of the ordinary taxes on the various kinds of 
licenses, on sales at auctions, and on legal process, the 
very arrearages of taxes have grown into a fund, fromr 
which, (though constantly decreasing) a considerable 
aid must for some time longer be occasionally derived. 
The excise, poe it has not hitherto been as produc- 
tive as might justly have been expected, oras it may be 
rendered, is, likewise, a resource of importance, but lia- 
ble to be assumed by Congress. And the land-office, 
rich in the arrearages due for unpatented lands, is an 
instrument actively employed in the reduction of the 
public debt, and promises, in thatrespect, to gratify our 
most sanguine expectations. On the Ist of January, the 
tax, called the funding tax, will of course revive; and 
although, in your wisdem, you may deem it expedient to’ 
permit its operation for another year, yet, when the di- 
minution of public obligation which F have anticipated 
shall take place, and the claims of Pennsylvania against 
the Union shall become an actual source of reveriue, you 
will, lam confident, feel a sincere pleasure in the oppor- 
nity of totally discontinuing that charge upon' the indus- 
try and property of our fellow citizens. 

It is then an honourable consideration, that the annual’ 
interest of those continental claims, which yield the most 
decisive testimony of the alacrity and perseverance of 
this state in prosecuting the great objects of the reyolu- 








Ral 


- 


ae ty b Sey 
A oe " 


Mey 
*. . i 


Te 


LOO Hr , 
— Ye ae 
oe - 


Kee 


i 
e 


ps ¢ 
a Re ls ea 


Re 
= mh 


pr 8, 
Be enc Te 


TR ae = 
2 -f-f ph 20 7 ee ees Beatie 
aes 


permis oe 


eee i 
ca ene 
Pale a Fs 


s ' “See BURRS: 
ee Faas bees 





. 3 . + . " oe ¢ 
1828.} GOV. MIFFLIN’S MESSAGE 73 





i reaso timate, be rendered suffi- | the supplemental with the original acts, and bringin 
a alain of xa ret to discharge all the | laws upon the same subject into one point of ee be 
Senta obligations, and to defray all the incidental | sides roemias — ae are become obsolete, and 

, therefore, gentle- | omitting the detail of such as are merely of a private 
ee abel eet Maoh of such | nature—shall be instructed to report the atid datutes 
men, to prevent any injurious delay in a me ; : . 2 
impo llow me particularly to recommend to your | of the British parliament, which, without the legislative 
eran tenes of aaaniin providing for the debts of | sanction of Pennsylvania, have obtained a binding foree 
the United States. It is an that es o. reenaanen de wibhe dP dagen as usage of 

gisla sse 9 > . 

. oe seepea.os tn quealions of the| Before this great object can be accomplished, how: 
Union, and I am persuaded, that, while you examine | ever, the circumstances in which we are placed, by the 
inn: Genetenil tl the necessary regard to the interests | operation of the federal system, and the new form of 
lvani ill not be uninfluenced in your | our domestic constitution, will require some very mate- 
ye wane ncaa prorat to the honor and pros- | rial amendments and alteration in our laws. The im- 
erity of the al government, which has hitherto | post laws, the laws respecting a court of admiralty, the 
Hiistinguished - political character of the common- establishment of a board of wardens for the port of Phi- 
wealth. ladelphia, and for the regulation of the militia, with ma- 
Under the impressions that I have communicated, I | ny other acts of assembly, which will naturally occur in 
cannot forbear enforcing, gentlemen, the salutary policy | the course of your deliberations, are either entirely an- 
of destroying the balances of the various emissions of nihilated, or partially affected, by the Jurisdiction and 
paper money, as fast as they are deposited in the public | kbws of the United States. Your desire to cherish @ 
treasury. It is not merely the reputation of completing | mutually beneficial harmony between the Union and its 
legislative systems, or the advantage of gradually di- constituent members will, therefore, induce you genitle- 
minishing the public debt, which this measure tends to | men, to pursue the most effectual measures for remov- 
ae ne ~ becomes ar ee = must, = on polivie apes ae jae or " aa a 
s of checking the spirit of specu- ’ ‘ ’ ; 
lation, which eens produces a pasaicieas Quchinaion while I congratulate you on the choice which the fede- 
of property, and too generally taints the prineiples of | ral government has made for its temporary residerice, f 
benevolence, patriotism and morality. A considerable | am convinced that you feel a sincere disposition to cori- 
part of the emission, which is commonly termed dollar- | cur with me in rendering this event satisfactory to that 
moncy, has been retained for some time in the hands of | honorable body, and advantageous to the commonwealth. 
the continental loan-officer; and there may, perhaps, | Under the influence of similar sentiments, the city and 
arise a reasonable doubt, whether it is the property of | county of Philadelphia have prepared accommodations 
the state, or of the Union: but at all events, I refer to | for the President of the United States and Congress, 
your consideration the propriety of entering into a ne- | and the late Executive Council have assigned a part of 
gotiation with congress for the re-delivery, or redemp- f the buildings of the State House for the use of their 
tion, of this money, that, with the other similar engage- | officers. You will decide, gentlemen, how far it is likely 
ments of the commonwealth, it may at once be remov- | necessary, upon this occasion, to extend the exception 
ed from the possibility of being introduced into public | in the tenth section of the act for the gr — eat 

circulation, | of slavery, so as to prevent any controversy with respe 


The regulation of coins, and the establishment of | 
standards for weights and measures, being of high im- | 
portance to the revenues, as well asto the commerce of 
the state, it will give you satisfaction to find that con- 
gress, in conformity to their constitutional powers, have 
taken those subjects into serious consideration; but, un- 
less a general plan shall soon be promulged by that ho- 
norable body, you will, perhaps, find it expedient to re- 
vise the acts of assembly for regulating weights and 
measures, so as to obviate some doubtswhich have oc- 
curred with respect to the right of the Mayor, or Cor- 
poration, ofthe city of Philadelphia to appoint a keeper 
of a standard, in exclusion of the officer appointed for 
the county; and also to designate, with more certainty, 
the general standards of the state: and for your informa- 
tion, I shall lay before you the opinion of the Attorney- 
General upon this subject. 

The confused state of our municipal law has long 
been matter of complaint. Its inconveniences have 
been felt in every department of government; while the 
citizens at large, from this cause, have found it difficult 
to obtain that degree of information respecting the acts 
of the legislature, which is necesrary to guide their con- 
duct, and to enable them to judge of the conduct of 
their representatives. Although the subject has been 
repeatedly suggested for the consideration of the Gene- 
ral Assembly, the present pefiod seems peculiarly pro- 
pitious for undertaking the revision and reformation of 
our code; since the organization of the federal govern- 
ment, and the establishment of the state constitution, 
must ensure certainty and permanency in such regula- 
tions as you may now think it is proper to adopt. In 
order, therefore, to lay the foundation of a comprehen- 
sive and satisfactory system, allow me to recommend the 
early appointment of a person of competent talents, 
and legal information, to prepare a general digest of the 
laws for your examination; who, besides incorporating 

Vou. II, 12 








to domestic slaves brought hither by public characters, 
citizens of other states, who, though neither members 
of congress, nor foreign ministers or consuls, are obli- 
ged personally to attend at the seat of tle national go- 
vernment. 
As to the laws which require an immediate revision, 6ri 
account of the new structure of our state government, 
you will find that they principally relate to the exercise 
of the executive atithority, under its former modification. 
The seal of the state was placed by the late consvitution 
in the custody of the executive council. Int the busi- 
ness of the land-office, all patents are directed to be 
signed by the president, or vice president, in council, 
and countersigned by the secretary of council; the form 
of the patent runs in the name of the Supreme Exeet- 
tive Council, and all warrants of acceptance, survey, re- 
survey, and partition, are to be signed by the president, 
or vice president. ‘the sales of the different descrip- 
tions of public lands, and the titles of the respective pur- 
chasers; are to be made and granted by the authority of 
the president and council; who are likewise enjoined to 
order and superintend the survey of the lands appro- 
priated by the legislature for the endowment of public 
schools. The constitution of the board of property 
(which'l find has already been an object of your consi- 
deration) renders the attendance of the president, or 
vice president, and a member of the executive council, 
essentially necessary to its proceedings; nor upon the. 
entry of a caveat, can any citation be issued, or a day of 
hearing be appointed, by the secretary of the land-office, 
without the previous approbation of the president or 
vice president. Inthe departments of the comptroller- 
general, the register general, and the treasurer, the final 
settlement of accounts rests upon the examination and 
approbation of the executive council; or, in case a con- 
troversy should arise upon the statements of those offi- 
cers, the allowance of an appeal, or the institution of a 
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suit, and all the subsequent transactions, are implicitly | tants of the executiye authority, though now rendered’ 
referred to the direction of the same body. The trea- | essential to the regular administration of the public af- 
surer is also prohibited from paying any monies, but by | fairs, 1am confident that you will make such a disposi-’ 
warrants drawn by the executive council; without their | tion of them, as shall be best calculated to accomplish 
direction, the comptroller-genersl is precluded from | the beneficial purposes for which the 
calling the commissioners and treasurers of the counties | created. 


to account; the presence of two of their members is I cannot leave this subject, gentlemen, without adding 
made indispensable in the business of exchanging the | a wish that your attention may be directed, in the course 


y were respectively 


new-loan certificates, agreeably to the provisions of the 
act of assembly; and the instalments due to the late 
proprietaries (with many other public engagements) 


are to be paid by their order. Under the act for regu- | 


lating bankruptcy, the president is required to take the 
etitioning creditor’s bond, and to issue the commission; 
e may enlarge the term of the bankrupt’s surrender, 
and ao having administered an oath or affirmation to 
the bankrupt, that the certificate of the commissioners 
was fairly obtained, he is to testify its allowance under 
the seal of the state. The president is further authori- 
sed to grant marriage, tavern, and other licenses; he is 
appointed one of the licensers of the theatre; and, ez 
officio, he is one of the trustees of the university, and 
patron of the philosophical society. In short, to the 
president and executive council so greai a variety of 
appeals and reports were directed to be made—by them 
so great a variety of commissioners, and other officers, 
were to be appointed for specific services—before them 
so great a variety of official qualifications and sureties 
were to be taken—and en them the superintendance of 
so great a variety of public objects devolved—that a 
particular recapitulation would at this time be impracti- 
cable, and, by enacting a general and comprehensive 
law upon the subject, it may, I think, be rendered un- 
necessary tillthe completion of that system, which I 
have already recommended to your attention. 
With this view, therefore, I beg leave to suggest, 
that all the alterations immediately requisite to accomo- 


| of your proceedings, to a general review of the consti- 
tution and management of the public offices, partieular- 

ly of those, in which the accounts of the state are ad- 

| justed, and by which its revenues are collected or re- 
ceived. ‘To facilitate that investigation, I shall transmit 
to you the copies of letters which were addressed, by 
the different officers, to the late executive council, in 
compliance with a requisition of the board. From 
these you will derive some useful hints for improve- 
ments; and I rely upon the wisdom of the legislature, 

for devising such other arrangements as will effectually 
establish order and accuracy, energy and economy, iw 
every public department. 

Iam happy in being able to inform you, from the re~ 
presentations of the judges of the supreme court and. 
of the attorney general, that the lenity of our penal law 
has not occasioned any increase of crimes; but that, on 
the contrary, since the adoption of the new regulations 
respecting the confinement and labour of convicts, the 
number of offences have been comparatively few, Some 
amendments, however, are still wanting, to render the 
administration of justice more easy, certain and expedi- 
tious; and, for the present, allow me to suggest the utili- 
ty of legislative provisions,—for defraying the expense 
of commitment and remoyal from one county to anoth- 
er,—for bringing fugitive felons from, or sending them 
to, other states—for securing to the officers of justice, 
to witnesses, and to jurors, the payment of their respec- 

| tive fees and compensations—for making it a part of the 


date the acts of assembly to the recent change in the | punishment, ena conviction for robbery. or burglary, 
executive department, besides providing for the estab- | that the offender should restore the goods stolen, or their 
lishment of a state seal, its custody, and the power of | value—and for vesting a discretionary power in the res- 
affixing it to official certificates and other public instru- | pective courts, to punish by whipping, er other eorpo- 
ments, may, probably, be classed under the following | real punishment, such slaves as are convicted of rob- 
general descriptions: | bery, or of burglary, or of manslaughter, instead of con~ 

Ist. Cases, in which an bath or affirmation was to be | finement and surety for good behaviour in the one case, 
administered, or in which bonds or recognizances were | and confinement to hard labour in the other; the pro- 
directed to be given to, or taken before, the president | priety of which alteration arises from considering, that 
and executive council, orthe president, or vice president, the punishment now falls in a very great degree upon 


or in which such bonds and recognizances were to be 
approved by them, or any of them. 

2dly: Cases, in wpich the president and executive 
council were to appoint commissioners, or other officers, 
for specific purposes, to supply vacancies, and to furnish 
instructions. 

Sdly. Cases, in which the president and executive 
council, or the president, or vice president, were to make 
sale of the public lands, to grant patents. to sign war- 
rants of acceptance, survey, re-survey, and partition; 
to execute deeds, to issue commissions, to allow certifi- 
cates, to grant licenses, and to receive the returns or re- 
ports of commissioners. 

4thly. Cases, in which the president and executive 
council were to receive statements or reports from the 
comptroller-general, register-general, or treasurer; and 
thereupon, as the occasion might require, to confirm the 
same, or to allow appeals, and direct suits. 

Sthly. Cases, in which the president and supreme ex- 
ecutive council, or any part of that body, were necessa- 
ry to the transactions of the board of property, to exe- 
cute the regulations respecting the exchange of new- 
loan certificates, or to carry into effect any other legisla- 
tive provisions. And, 

6thly. Cases, in which the president was, by virtue 
of his office, a pairon or member of any corporate insti- 
tution. 

You will undoubtedly, gentlemen, provide, with all 
proper despatch, for the exercise of these various pow- 
ers; and, as many of them are not necessarily concomi- 


| the innocent master, who, indeed, is fully compensated 
| by law, if the delinquent slave should be executed, but 
receives no equivalent, if he should be confined during” 
life. In addition to these, it wil! be expedient to make 
|a provision for the punishment of offences committed 
during the continuance of the act for the amendment of 
the penal laws, passed on the 15th day of December, 
| 1786; and this may easily be effected, by reviving that 
act (which was incautiously repealed) so far as relates 
to such offences. You will, likewise, find it ne 
to supply the defect, which, in consequence of the al 
teration of the term in the supreme court, renders it im~ 
possible to place a writ of capias against a pone indict- 
ed in a court of oyer and terminer, in the sheriff’s hands, 
three months before the return day, agreeably to the re- 
quisitions of the act of assembly passed in the year 1738, 
in order to outlaw a capital offender. In what other 
| respects the mode of outlawry might be improved, and 
| how far it might be advantageously extended to cases, 
which are no longer capital, I submit to your judgment 
and determination. 

The very laudable attention which government has. 
hitherto paid to the survey of roads and rivers is a con- 
| clusive proof of the importance of the object, while it’ 

furnishes an example highly deserving your imitation. 
| Every day, indeed, produces an additional incentive to 
| persevere in improvements of this kind. The strength 








of an increased population—the wealth of an extended: 
cultivation—and the commercial policy, of ensuring the’ - 


transportation of our produce from the interior counties 
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to the capital—are all dependent upon the ease and fa- 
cility of the communications that are established throu gh- 
out the state; and, when we consider Pennsylvania not 
only as the route that actually connects the extreme 
members of the Union, but asa natural avenue from the 
shores of the Atlantic to the vast regions of the western 
territory, imagination can hardly paint the magnitude of 
the scene which demands our industry, nor hope exag- 
gerate the richness of the reward which solicits our en- 
_joyment. : 

I shall lay before you the reports of the commission- 
ers, who, in pursuance of the act of assembly, were res- 
pectively appointed to explore the western waters, and 
to view the Susquehanna, the Delaware, and other east- 
ern parts of the state. In these reports a very accurate 
and circumstantial detail is contained, and it is to be ho- 
ped that an immediate execution of the plans that are 
suggested, may not be deemed inexpedient,. 

The subsisting laws for repairing and improving the 
public high-ways appear, in many cases, to be inadequate 
to those important objects, and will likewise require 
your attention. As it generally happens that the part 
of the road which is most difficult to be kept in good 
order lies in mountainous, thinly inhabited and unpro- 
ductive districts, [am well informed that some of the 
courts have been induced to’adopt a very improper ex- 
pedient for alleviating this inconveniency, by leaving 
such districts within the bounds of every township; and 
thus they have no supervisors of the high-ways, nor in- 
deed any other township officer, to superintend or di- 
rect this salutary branch of public policy. 

While, gentleman, we are thus attentive to the im- 
provement of the natural advantages of our counery, I 
enjoy the most pleasing confidence, that an equal regard 
will be paid to the interest of science. By the well di- 
rected bounty of former legislatures, uniting with the 
meritorious diligence of private citizens, seminaries of 
learning have been dispersed throughout the state; and 
we have already the satisfaction to behold the University 
of Pennsylvania and the College of Philadelphia rival- 
ling, with a laudable ambition, the scholastic fame of the 
most ancient institutions. To multiply, regulate, and 
strengthen the sources of education is, indeed, the duty, 
and must be the delight, of every wise and virtuous go- 
vernment; for the experience of America has evinced 
that knowledge, while it makes us sensible of our rights | 


as men, enforces our obligations as members of society. 
Under your auspices, therefore, gentlemen, our fellow 
citizens may reasonably hope that every measure will be 
adopted, which is necessary to establish science on a pure 
and lasting foundation. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and 

House of Representatives. 

_ As the importance of precedents And first impres- 
sions will naturally excite your care and circumspection 
in the arduous task of organizing our constitution, it 
would be superfluous to trouble you upon this subject, 
any further than to bring to your view some laws, which 
seem to be particularly necessary. Permit, me, there- 
fore to call your attention to an act for regulating 
wages and compensations—an act for appointing subor- 
dinate officers in the treasury department, collectors, 
&c.—an act for establishing the state judiciary, agreea- 
bly to the constitutional outline—an act for fixing dis- 
tricts for Justices of the Peace—an act for regulating 
contested elections,—an act for taking the enumeration 
prescribed in the fourth sectien of the first article of the 
constitution—an act for establishing schools, and pro- 
moting the arts and sciences in one or more seminaries 
of learning. 

Besides these laws, which are immediately suggested 
by the constitution, an act providing for the election of 
delegates in Congress will claim an early consideration. 
Some regulations should be made for disposing of the 
property belonging to the state in the islands of Dela- 
ware, the present occupants being, as I am informed, 
desirous of taking out patents, and completing their 


| expire on the first of January next. 





titles, but must be prevented till the terms of sale ate 
prescribed. The survey of the Lake Erie tract of Jand 
is returned to Congress, and steps should be taken to 
complete that purchase. A law ascertaining the fees of 
the officers of government is much wanted, most of the 
fees now charged by Sheriffs and others depending upon 
usage, and varying considerably in the different coun- 
ties. The act of the 25th of March, 1785, as far as re- 
spects the manner of supplying the vacancy that may 
arise by the death, removal, or disability of a Commis- 
sioner of the county, requires amendment; some provi- 
sion should at the same time be made, for calling the 
Commissioners generally to account, it being alleged 
that no tribunal now exists with a sufficient power for 
that purpose. And the High Court of Errors and Ap- 
peals being dissolved, by the tacit operation of the new 
constitution, whether that should be revived, or a simi- 
lar jurisdiction introduced, you will no doubt determine, 
when you are deliberating upon a general judiciary sys- 
tem. To the objects thus presented to your considera- 
tion, I am induced, by reflecting upon the great portion 
of the time of the legislature which has hitherto been 
engrossed by private bills, for incorporating religious 
and charitable societies, that perhaps the expense and 
inconvenience resulting from this cause might be avoid- 
ed by a law, declaring that any number of citizens unit- 
ing for religious, literary, or charitable purposes, form- 
ing a constitution for themselves consonant to the gene- 
ral laws of the state, and approved by certain executive 
and judicial officers, should, upon recording the articles 
of their constitution, become, to all the legitimate pur- 
poses of their association, a corporate body. A provision 
of this nature has existed in a sister state for many years, 
without injury or complaint. 

Though I have already partially adverted to the sub- 
ject, it may be convenient, gentlenten, in one collected 
point of view, to represent to you, that the suspension 
of the funding tax, and the time limited for exchanging 
and redeeming the resolve and commonwealth money, 
the paper emission of the 20th of March, 1777, and the 
various certificates issued for horses and provisions, will 
The same period 
is limited for exhibiting claims against the state, for sup- 
plies furnished or services rendered during the war; and 
perhaps under these general descriptions, any outstand- 
ing claims of the officers of the Pennsylvania line for the 
gratuitous allowance of clothing, directed by the eighth 
section of an act passed on the Ist of March, 1780, will 
likewise be barred. You cannot, indeed, consider it of 
too great importance, to ascertain all the possible de- 
mands of the state; and as this must be impracticable, 
if it depends entirely on the pleasure of indiyiduals when 
they shall exhibit their accounts, I presume, that, after 
the reasonable and repeated notices which have been 
given, you will deem it unnecessary to extend your in- 
dulgence upon this subject. How far the policy of the 
preceding observation applies to the limitation which 
will take effect on the 10th day of April 1791, for pay 
ing, or securing to the state the payment, for lands he 
or claimed by any citizen of the commonwealth by loca- 
tion, or any other office right, obtained before the 10th 
of December, 1776, and yet remaining unpatented, I 
submit to your judgment. And you will also determine, 
whether the same reasons which induced the legislature 
to reduce the tax upon writs, issuing from the Court of 
Common Pleas of Philadelphia county, until the 30th of 
March, 1791, do not still exist in their full force. These, 
I believe, however, are the only objects, which, on ac- 
count of their respective limitations by law, it will be 
necessary to suggest to your consideration during your 
present sessions. : - 

With respect to any public papers, which were in the 
ossession of the late Executive Council, or any transac- 
tions of that board that are necessary for your further in- 

' formation, such steps shall be pursued, as will enable 
me shortly to transmit a full and satisfactory communica- 
tion. In the mean time, I have thought it proper to se- 
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lect (in addition to the documents which I have before 
mentioned) the correspondence and talk that have taken 
place between the Council and several chiefs of the Se- 
neca nation; and you will be pleased to take into your 
consideration the expediency of complying with the re- 
quest which those Indians have presented, for a small 


joan, and of making a provision for defraying the ex-| balance due them as commissioners at 
enses of their journey, and of their entertainment dur-; Wyoming -  .~ - os 


respecting the appointment of an agent, to support the 
claims of the commonwealth before the Board of Com- 
missioners established to adjust the claims of the several 
states against the United States; and 1 hope, that, con- 
curring in the opinions which were expressed by the 
board, you will take the necessary steps for carrying 
them into effect. 

A communication from the legislature of the state of 
Virginia, respecting the expediency of admitting the ci- 
tizens to attend the debates in the Senate of the United 
States, will at the same time be laid before you. 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives. 

I am persuaded that all the objects of revenue which 
fall within your jurisdiction will receive a due attention, 
and that such supplies will be provided for the debts 
and for the support of the government, as will evince a 
firm disposition to maintain the faith and reputation of 
the state. 

Genilemen of the Senate, and 

House of Representatives, 

Having stated these different matters of information, 
and recommended to your consideration the various mea- 
sures which at this time I have judged expedient, per- 
mit me to hope, that you will regard this communication, 
not merely as an act of duty enjoined by the constitu- 
tion, but also as an indisputable evidence of the sincer- 
ity of the professions, with which at our first meeting I 
addressed you. 

THOMAS MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia, December 28th, 1790. 





FINANCES, 1790—conrrxvep. 
No. 2.—DR. The General Revenues of the State, and the 
ayments made therefrom. 
To balance deficient per annual state- 
ment - - : - - - £13,310 18 9 
David Rittenhouse, Esq. late Treasurer, 
for the following sums paid for servants 
enlisted in the American army, omitted 
the last annual account: 
By A. Boyd, Esq. 
treasurer of Chester 
county, to Jas. Glen- 
dengen, in 1787, £4 0 0 
J. Thome, Esq. of 
eg sare to A. Ek- 
art, for three servants 
mizjer - - 3.4 
S. Davidson, Esq. 
Bedford, to E. Burd, 
February, 1788, 
E. Douglas, Esq. 
Fayette, to Robert 
M‘Laughlin - 30 0 0 


16 0 0 


129 3 4 
Paid by the Trea- 
a of Lancaster 
or apprehending Bri- 
sigh deserters. ™ 
To Henry Stotten- 
back, for 7 - 30 210 
To Peter Hatter, 2 815 QO 
To Alex. Montgo- 
mery, 3 - : 12 141 
—— S111 ll 


ing their residence in this city. 
Considering it, likewise, to be a matter of peculiar 
importance, I shall transmit the resolutions of Council 


180 15 3] 


: 


([AuGU by 
For this sum paid Col. James O’Harra, 
a balance, on warrant of Council for 7000 
dollars for supplies to the troops in the 
western country, and chargeable, when 
settled to the United States -  - - 750 0 0 
Paid Messrs. Balliot and Armstrong, a 
‘ 173 5 4 
Paid Major William Armstrong, as com- 
missioner to ditto, for running the north- 
ern boundary line 0 Bye ee. ASEM 4 
Paid the following persons, for money 
lent the state for the purpose of recruiting 
the Pennsylvania line in 1780: 
Robert Cocks - - 18 0 0 
Andrew Tybout, 212. specie 
and interest - - - 26 5 6 
J. Ingersol, I5 ditto - 20 6 0 
Estate of Samuel Morris, 
500 continental and ditto - 8 5 0 
Samuel Morris, Jr. 1000 do. 1615 2 
James Roney, 100 do. 118 6 
Hugh Henry, 100 do. 117 3 
James Imlay, 10/. specie and 
ditto - - - : - 12 0 0 
J. M. Nesbit, 50 do. - 60 0 0 
J. M. Nesbit and Co. 50do. 6610 0 
B. M‘Clenachan, his ba- 
lance, principal, and interest 167 3 3 
————— 399 0 8 
Paid Jonathan Wallace, taking up 2 Bri- 
tishdeserter - - - + + $13 
Paid sundry expenses of printing and 
signing the treasury notes issued per act 
of 21st March 1783 - : - ° 219 8 Q 
Paid Charles Risk, signing bills of March 
OE en se ig ht Mh 6 ee a 
1925 0 6 


Warrants paid by Christian Febiger, 
Esq. State Treasurer: 

William M‘Clay, for his ac- 
count of 10 surveys for the 
German Lutheran congrega- 
tion - - - - 
Managers of Pennsylvania 
Hospital, their account, J. M‘- 
Manus’s (an invalid) expenses 47 14 0 
James S earle, Esq. 
balance of hisaccount 
as member of Con- 
ss hae 
Ditto as agent in 
Furope - - 499 2 2 


9 3 0 


Widow Roberts, for 1 year’s 
pension due her Ist April last 
Lieut. Ebenezer Denny, 
payable out the fund appro- 
priated by act of 10th Novem- 
ber 1787, for the recruiting 
service, to be charged to the 
United States, and for which 
Col. Josiah Harmar is to ac- 
count, viz. 
Expended by cap- 
tain David M‘Curdy, 
in recruiting Penn- 
sylvania quotatroops 26 5 0 
Do. by capt. Wm. 
Ferguson + - 
Do. by said Ebene- 
zer Denny - 25 17 6 
Do. by captain Jo- 
siah Ashton - 


75 0 Q 


18 15 0 


26 50 


Clement Biddle, the amount 


97 2 6 
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interest due to sundry per- but not brought to account 
a oa Sieben arveeuad tit until Nov. 1789, $15,464 5799 0 0 
the relief of disabled pension- Paid interest on ditto, 1946 16 8 
"ers, in consequence of order of 7745 16 8 
Council, per act 29th Nov. 1789, 6 4 8 To Sharp Delany, Fsq. for er- 
—— 767 11 4) sor in two payments, July 
Paid enlisting a servant in 1785 and May 1786,_——- epitin ft Ram 6 0 0 
the late army 2 2 0 To pensions to widows and children of 
Paid Nathaniel Ellicot, late a commissioned officers of the Pennsylva- 
commissioner of loan in Bucks nia line, state regiments, flying camp 
county, for 13 certificates and state navy, who were killed or died 
granted to persons who bor- @ in actual service during the late war, per 
rowed money, formerly paid act Ist March 1780, from Ist Oct. 1789 
by the trustees out ofinterest 2 8 9 to 30th Sept. 1790, é 5 ; 1890 12 6 
Paid Thos. Rabar, of Berks To pensions to widows and children of mi- 
county, for the time of a ser- litia, peract 27th March 1790, from 25th 
yant enlisted into the service 6 16 0 May 1790, to do. 3 : - 1087 9 4 
Paid George Benister, ap- To pensions to officers and privates who 
prehending two British desert- were disabled in the service of the U. 
ers and expenses, ee, Oe ee. 8 States during the late war, per act of 
—— 19 S11] 224 Sept. 1785, from Ist Oct. 1789 to 
To Stephen Duncan Esq. Sth Sept 179O, © Se T 1 ess 
Treasurer of Cumberland, To grant to the late proprietors, on acc’t. 
jo sundry writs issued against x of sundry warrants issued by council from 
elinquent collectors o #3 3 Ist Oct: 1789, to 30th Sept. 1790, 10,496 3 0 
Paid enlisting servants for To interest on new loan certificates, from 
the army, per account, 20 8 0 Ist Oct. 1789, to 30th Sept. 1790, 59,337 0 0 
———— 26 1 7) To interest on funded debt, from 1st Oct. 
To John Baker, Esq. treasurer of city and to do. Ley ‘ 4,614 12 3 
county, paid enlisting servants, do. 38 9 9! To claims and improvements, for this sum, 5000 0 0 
‘To warrant in favor of John Weitzel, a ba- To inland navigation, &e.  - < : 5000 0 O 
lance due him for provisions furnished To expenses of government, per act 6th P 
John Van Campen, commissary for the March 1789, : iqicid o3 10,000 0 
militia employed on the — re ex- To tonnage duties, for balance of that ac- 
pedition, in 1784, - 5816 0] count, 7 Ys " 2 419 9 


Warrant in favor of William Chancellor, ToD). Rittenhouse, Esq. for an over credit 


amount of goods supplied Col. Wilson, given John Baker, Esq. in his account 
by order of council, to be distributed of taxes for 1788, £320 10 0, being cre- 
among the Seneca Indians,to pacify them dited pro £302 10 0, difference, 18 0 0 
for the murder of two men of their na- To this sum credited Stephen Duncan, for 
tion on Pine creek, ° . ° 111 18 2 balance due him on his account of class 
Island money, for this sum re- tax, * . 18 7 
ceived in exchange for an To warrants me for pay and milage of 
equal sum in bills of March members of the convention convened to 











1785, and for city lots, 399 10 0 alter and amend the constitution of this 
For this sum received in ex- state: 
change for do. : . 1310 0 . 
413 0 0/|City andcounty, .931 12 0 
‘This sum paid by David Rit- Lancaster, 498 9 0 
tenhouse, Esq. four years in- York, - - 580 8 0 
terest on 1395 2 10 Island Chester - 34119 O 
money exchanged, . 79 0 7 'Berks - - 45710 0 
Do paid by C. Febiger, Esq. Cumberland - 27413 0 
four years interest on 1.13 Montgomery - 325 11 0 
10 0 do. < é S 214 0 | Bucks | - - 351 11.0 
saiideianilaeetenictiins 8114 7;|Dauphin - - 264 4 0 
David Rittenhouse, his commission on the | Northampton - 336 1 0 
above sum, oe 212 7/|Bedford - - 218 8 0 
‘To this sum paid by Christian. Franklin - - 21116 0 
Febiger, Esq. in bills of Fayette - - 233 0 0 
Marc 1785, for an equal Washington - 48215 0 
sum rec’d. in interest notes, Northumberland 188 12 0 
10 dollars, - 315 0 Westmoreland 229 15 0 
To do. by David Rittenhouse, Huntingdon - 100 5 O 
Esq. being a part of $3592 Luzerne - 99 5 0 
75 cts. delivered to the com- Allegheny e &1%3. 0 
mittee, and burnt Oct. 4th Mifflin - - 900 0 
1788, not brought to account Delaware - 170 4 0 
until Nov. o $3,484 75 ——-6502 19 Q 
cts. - - - 1,30615 7 : Sec’ry, clerks, door 
_ 4. 10 10 7| keeper and mes- 
Do. by do. in bills of March scant 537 13 3 
» for an equal sum re- Incidental expenses 
ceived i in bills of June 1780, of the House, 87 1 9 
a oy of $1,391, 292 Printing, - 1,346 3 9 
to the committee, 1,970 18 9 





= burnt Nov. 21st 1788, 





8,473 17, 9 
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To this sum allowed Stephen Duncan, esq. 
commission on 18d. taxes, - - 

To gencral revenues in state money, for 
this sum received from Lancaster and 
Bucks, in state money of 1781, credited 
in taxes of 1782 and 1782, 


132,905 11 0 





f Supra Cr. 
By this sum received of the executors of 
Stocker and Wharton, a balance due by 


that house on sundry protested bills, &c. 


Sundry balances due the state 
received by D. Rittenhouse, 


Esq. 
Of General Lacy, May 14th, 

1789, ior one set horse can- 

teens, - ° ° - 3000 
John Ross, per J. Nicholson, 

July 18th, 1789, said to be 

a balance of his account arms 

preneees, - - 
John Coburn, Oct. 8th 1778, 

balance for work done at the 

Chevaux-de-frieze, - 
James Tatlow, interest which 

had been paid on an altered 

certificate, No. 7432, eae 
Wm. C. Bradford, a balance 

on his account as commissa- 

ry to the state fleet, 2.4.8 
Judge Atlee, said to be a ba- 

lance of money advanced 


129 12 0 


010 0 


him by council, - - 22 18 11 
Sundry balance remaining from 

1784, received by D, Ritten- 

house, Esq. - - 33 10 9 
Received of Mr. Morris inter- 

est on an order, - 410 





By David Rittenhouse, Esq. for this sum 
charged in his former accounts as paid 
Col. Harmar in certain orders on county 
treasurers, which were not paid, 

This sum received of William 
Montgomery, in part of a 
balance due the state in the 
purchase of cattle in 1782, 


received Feb. 19th, 1789, 21 0 0 
Received Dec. 12th, 1789, in 
> - - . : 2418 $3 
Sales of Province Island and 
city lots, received by D. Rit- 
tenhouse, Esq.  - 2,132 9 0 
Received by Christian Febiger, 
Esq. - - - 09 


Virginia grants and lands sold in the old 
and new purchase, received at different 
ayments from the receiver-general in 
bills of March 1785, . - - 
Unseated lands. Reccived for 


taxes in Bedford, - 122 9 2 
Ditto York, - - . 7018 4 
Ditto Westmoreland, - 30 411 


This sum, a short credit in account of last 
ear, - - » . . = 
This sum received of Nathaniel Falconer, 

Esq. Health Officer, on account head 
RES 
Monies arising from Joan of £50,000 for 
this sum, being a part of the £18,827 
of bills of credit that were burnt, and 





013 1 


623 8 3 





249 16 6 
187 11 11 
$7 11 9 
292 10 0 
4518 3 
2,217 9 9 
1,526 6 10 
993.12 5 
015 0 

22 10 0 


charged in last year’s account, as stated 
by David Rittenhouse, Esq. : 
Impost, for this sum paid into the treasury 
by Sharp Delany, Esq. from 1st October 
1789 to 30th Sept. 1790, deducting the 
amount for protecting duties, —- 
By taxes from 1st October 1789, to 30th 
oe 1790, per the following sche- 
ule of jel aps: tabi aivete 
Balance deficient on these funds for the 
year 1790, new account - . 


4,881 17 4 


92,4007 11 3 


82,833 9 2 
16,378 10 10 















































£132,705 11 0 
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Note. The sums credited the counties are different 
in some instances from the report in August last to 31st 
July, owing to several payments that had been credited, 
one year being applied to the credit of another, when 


County Treasurers accounts were settled. 
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FNS Ee Lee : a. 
eee re ene = © = Ss | The arrival of several of the officers of the Vixen ena- 
oS SESS a“ 2:4 a 5 = | bles us to publish a more particular account of the loss 
. & mt BS e ¢ | of that vessel, and the death of her gallant commander, 
- me f | Capt. Reed, an officer so eminently entitled to the usual 
——sERONSNSU EAS). . 7 | 4 | Capt. Reed, “al 
ARKODBRKOARKANAS | Mean Tem- e biographical memorial. ‘ P 
SRRELNELESES| perature. ' | He was the youngest son of the late President Reed, 
sa ine ahi a id acdsniclpsa ase eee dah sani wz | of Prasat see en the ae . bn — 
: r Gen. Washington, at a time when that illustrious 
SSSSSLESHIGS A here 5 ie was in habits of confidential intimacy with his 
ae ee ae Melee ki | t | father. Such were the early auspices of a man, who 
SSSasSssssean 3 SER. S in the morning of life an inscrutable Providence has 
geesesgesy| Mmeee | ale |Spegiete education and graduating at Praceton ) 
> . collegiate educa’ . 
__ BSBRSRCONON'S| Thermo. z 2 Capt. Reed entered the navy; and as he regularly rose — 
<2 3| & | through all the various stations from midshipman to mas- 
# pet at =| > | ter and commander, was always distinguished for intre- + 
Joaaay Das NX 22>! Hottest days | 2 m pidity, scientific and practical seamanship, unexception- a 
SSS SASS SS SS =| © | able deportment, in subordination and in command, @ 
i S with every other enddwment for the highest rank of that j | 
ax ct eee lk eo ais tf | honourable profession, which has just exalted its adepts 4 
a 5 to the summit of maritime ascendancy, at the very mo- a 
br + Ss bt > ment bom the subject of this article has descended into 4 
rt Yes the tomb. 1 
& e e . a 5 ae = S Cobian: ° In private life his characteristics were probity, cheer- at 
2 a 4 fulness, extensive intellectual acquirements, a most un- a 
is = affected diffidence of his own sterling eee ' 
| Number of | with a general sobriety and chasteness of conduct, a due a 
5 | AAUSRGeeSaer | reel igd es sense of moral and riaions obligations, not always the Bt 
r = | recommendations and sometimes not even the aim of 
Pe pk ek et kt et A et Number of ns i 
% | ARP ROSCMNNOASCS | Cloudy days. | © | young gentlemen of the sword. ee b 
5 ——— ee | 1 He acted as 2d lieutenant of the Nautilus in the memo- te 
ref Come 2 CO CO | 4 | rable attack on rs one a wes the —. + 
NL @GQyn SLlEQ, wNea Depth 3 | of Capt. Somers; and Ist lieutenant James Decatur too H 
be ce bits e Extn oe Rain. ~ = | velba of that vessel, stood into the harbour with the i 
$|S8S SSSSSSS8S | qj | utmost gallantry and skilfulness, and effectually cover- i 
= | ed the gun-boats in their operations. For his conduct ie 
42 22 Mi} A | on that occasion he was a by eae 7 = i 
“,ms.@ | general orders, issued on the termination of that bold an ¥ 
2 | as aF = P2242 2 | 2 5 paver enterprize. Lieut. Reed afterwards accom- # 
Zlzc 2 Zny =5 gume E: 3 _ panied Gen. Eaton’s detachment to the coast of Affica, % 
SE LS a 8 ak ead.” 8 R and served on board the vessel which co-operated with i 
nN) nme = re ZAP a el % | him on that romantic expedition. 4 
a : * ar. = -* When war was declared against England last summer 1 
* ay s 2 4 - os ns = $ a 2 | Capt. Reed solicited sueaduptien, though his health was 3 
4 2m a | extremely delicate. He was ordered to a command to i 
Gueae = =amGOs < | the southward,whither he repaired immediately notwith- a 
S.IAESL OLB SE. - S | standing the unhealthiness of the climate at that season. i 
~~" 2 ae 3 SS a a J | The death of Capt. Gadsden preferred him to the com+ 
23 ae aE 3, a << Z 5. + |mand ofthe brig Vixen. The sea air, in a great degree ie 
agpeg- BOB ts, = % | restored his health: but it was his peculiar hard fate to t 
Eat 2 BF $3 & SEoR oR * | be captured by a force sosuperior as to preelnde any , 
So Og hee ee 3 = | contest, (the Southampton frigate) then to be ship. } 
we 8S meee OE: g © | wrecked on an inhospitable coast, and finally to die a # 
ee ea < oe ee = ty | prisoner among strangers. During all these reverses, i 
% SATERI ER 4 # | however, he preserved that equanimity and resolution i 
B o.¢° £8" Ba gf which never forsook him. When the Southampten and 7 
z > f * 8. ° *" | Vixen ran ashore, in the night, the English crew be- | 
- ° * 6 | came mutinous from intoxication, and what was saved f 
_ : - . from the wrecks was principally due to the exertions of ’ 
9 2 = | the American seamen, under the direction and encou- 
8 3 & |ragement of Capt. Reed. For this generous interposi- 
gE - 5, | tion he received the public acknowledgments of Sir 
3 James Yeo, the British commander, and an offer of his 
f parole to return home, but would not leave his officers 
Prevailing winds of the year, N. W., S. W. and men hehind him, and chose rather to remain with 
Total of the year, 31 77-100 inches. them in the unwholesome atmosphere of which he was, 
Hottest month, July. ' unfortunately, the first victim. He died, after four days 
Coldest month, February. illness, of a fever brought on by the fatigues, anxiety, 
Greatest range of ‘Thermometer occurred in Decem- | and exposures incident to his painful and mortifying si- 
ber, 44°. tuation. His enemies paid those honours'to his remains 
The mercury was the highest July 21st and 23d, 91° | which the brave of all nations render to each other. His 
~—-lowest, December 13th, 12°. interment was attended by the British officers, and ade- 
Thunder and lightning occurred in sixteen days. tachment from the garrison, who committed him to the 
Mean temperature of the year 56.98. earth with the ceremonies of a military funeral. 
Mean temperature of 1824, 55.36° 


The naval annals of his own country now blazing with 


[American Journ. Med. Sciences. recent renown, will not withhold a suitable testimonial 
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to the memory of an officer, whose lot it was at sucha 
lime to undergo the total frustration of his ambition, and 
shipwreck, and captivity, and an untimely death.—Jat. 
Intel. 1813. 


Extract from a Jamaica paper of the 5th July 1828. 

“We noticed in a former number the arrival of the U. 
S. schr. Grampus. We were not then aware of the 
precise object of her visit. She was directed to bring 
outa tomb-stone to be placed over the grave of Capt. 
Reed, who is buried in the church yard of Spanish town. 

“Through the indulgence of the gentlemen to whom 
the stone is addressed, we have had an opportunity of 
viewing a beautiful slab of marble, with the following 
feeling record of the remembrance in which the friends 
of the deceased cherish the kindness shown to him in 
captivity.” 

IN 
Memory of 
GEORGE WASHINGTON REED, 
Master Commandant in the Navy of the 
’ Unsirep States: 

Born at Philadelphia, May 26, 1780. 
Captured in the Unitéd States’ brig of War VIXEN, 
Under his Command, 

By H. B. M. Frigate Southampton. 

He died a Prisoner of War at, this place, 
January 4, 1813. 

Unwilling to forsake his companions in captivity, he de- 
clined a proffered Parole, and sunk under a Tropical 
Fever. 

This Stone 

Is inscribed by the hand of Affection as a Memorial of 

his virtues. 

And records the gratitude of his Friends for the kind 
offices which, in the season of sickness, and hour 
of death, he received at the hands of 
A generous Foe. 





MILL CREEK. 

The head of the Schuylkill Canal, since the extension 
of the work, is Mill Creek. At the junction of that 
stream with the Schuylkill, a village is already laid out; 
and although at present rather wild and rugged in its 
anpearance, we have no doubt it will in a short time be- 
come a flourishing place. The site is directly on the 
canal, where commodious wharves and landings are now 
being built. ‘The village has received the name of Port 
Carbon. 

In the very precincts of the place, several mines of 
superior coal have been opened, and as there is a gradual 
descent from the mines to the town, the facilities for 
transportation are very superior. 
the village and its vicinity, we were attracted by a very | 
cheap and simply constructed rail road, laid by Mr. 
Abraham Pott, from the landings into a fine vein of coal | 
which he has just opened. The rails are entirely of | 
wood, and it is not intended to plate them with iron.— | 
"Lhis, it is true, will increase the friction, and conse- 
quently the resistance to the cars, but the road is so gra- 
duated, that one horse may with ease draw ten tons, or | 
from 50 to 75 tons aday. The coal in the neighbour- 
hood of Port Carbon is as plentiful and of as good qua- 

as in any part of Schuylkill county. 
my on : (Miner's Journal. 


Meadville, ( Pa.) July 31. 

On Thinrsday afternoon, the 24th inst. a severe thun- 
der passed over our village. A portion of the elec- 
tric fluid struck two trees in front of Mr. Gibson’s hotel, 
when he and another gentleman were within a few feet 
of its effects; yet abe they nor any others were in- 
jured, though several in the vicinity perceived a sensible 
shock. 

A little after the above noticed explosion, about 4 
o’clock, a most painful and alarming scene was exhibit- 
ed on the farm of Mr. Cornelius Van Horne, a mile be- 


In viewing the site of | various parts of their bodies. 


low this place, and a quarter of a mile from his house. 
His three sons, three sons of Mr. Samuel Sloan, and 
three other young men, two of whom were strangers 
from the lower part of Ohio, were at work in a wheat 
field previous to the tempest. Very imprudently, they 
repaired to a large elm tree for shelter from the rain 
which came down in torrents. A sickle had been stuck 
into the bark of the tree as high as one could reach.— 
Some of the young men stood leaning against the tree, 
one directly under the sickle, James Van Horne just be- 
fore this one, others were seated on the roots of the 
tree jutting above the ground, and one was under a 
shock of wheat perhaps a rod off. 

The lightning struck the top of the tree, and 15 or 
20 feet from the root, the body, gouging out a furrow. 
At a moment little expected, all these nine young men 
were instantly senseless! 

It is painful to add that Joseph Sloan was killed; yet, 
wonderful to relate, the rest escaped with their lives! 
He was seated on a large projecting root of the tree — 
The lightning struck his head, temples, back of his neck, 
and passing under his chin, went off following his body 
in various directions. He was at the age of nearly six- 
teen years, the eldest son of his parents, an active and 
promising youth, on whom his enfeebled father depend- 
ed much for aid in supporting his large family. It is 
supposed that all the survivors must have remained in a 
senseless state, about half an hour—none in the neigh- 
bourhood suspecting the calamity till one of the young 
men who was so far recovered as to give the alarm. He 
hastened home, and like one of the messengers of Job, 
as soon as he entered the house, exclaimed—zother they 
are all dead but J. The feeling of a tender mother, un- 
forewarned, on receiving such tidings, may be conceiv- 
ed, but cannot be expressed. A messenger was des- 
patched for a physician, and others with a wagon to the 
fatal spot, and all were brought in the wagon except 
one, who by this time with some assistance, was able to 
walk. 

James Van Horne remained senseless for some hours, 
and for a time it was feared that the vital spark had fled. 
Dr. Bemus arriving soon, threw upon him a bucket of 
cold water, which had a favourable resuscitating effect; 
put his blood into circulation, so that he was very much 
relieved by the lancet; yet the exercise of his reason was 
not recovered till late in the evening. He is still consi- 
dered as in a critical situation. 

The rest who were providentially spared with life 
are ina hopeful way, yet most of them complain of mach 
soreness. Their hair was singed; a boot of one was rip- 
ped and tore at the sole; the waistcoat of another had a 
large perforation; and most of them have livid streaks in 
It is worthy of remark, 
that upon the breast and other parts of the body of Jo- 
seph Sloan, were distinct and well-defined impressions 
of elm twigs and leaves with the minutest ramification of 
their numerous fibres—a number of such twigs and 
leaves having been torn from a limb a little above him, 
and lying on the ground about him—the effect of the’ 
lightning.— Norristown Register. 


Coal Trade of the Schuylkill. —Shipments of Coal from 





Mount Carbon to Philadelphia: 
T'ons. 
Week ending ending 9th inst.79 boatsearrying 2,1624 
Per last report, 909 do do 22,844 
Total 988 25,0064 
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Printed every Saturday morning by William F. Ged- 
des, No. 59 Locust street, Philadelphia; where, and at 
the Editor’s residence, No. 51 Filbert street, subscrip- 
tions will be thankfully received. Price five dollars per 
annum—payable in six months after the commencement 
of publication—and annually, thereafter, by subscribers 
resident in or near the city—or where there is an agent. 
Other subscribers pay in advance. 
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